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House of Burgess: Break up to 
make up in UK 

Irish reunification, Scottish independence 
discussed 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


When the results of the United Kingdom’s referendum on whether to 
“Leave” the European Union or “Remain” a member came in early Friday, 
the sound of financial markets crashing around the world was nearly 


audible. 


With more than 33.5 million ballots cast and voter turnout of more than 72 


percent, the Leave camp narrowly edged out Remain by a 52 percent-48 


percent margin. Prime Minister David Cameron — who had campaigned for 
Remain but had promised the Conservative Party would hold such a vote if 
elected in 2015 — immediately announced his impending resignation. 


Meanwhile, the British pound took an instant, historic beating. 


“The pound traded as low as $1.3230 in London’s early hours,” reported 
The Wall Street Journal’s Mike Bird and Georgi Kantchev on Friday. “That 
was the lowest level against the dollar since 1985, and an epic move for a 


developed-market currency.” 


The aftershocks didn’t stop there. As I wrote in my Sept. 16, 2014 column, 
“Scots could disunite the kingdom” and my Sept. 23, 2014 column, 
“Scottish say, let’s stay together”, it was just two years ago Scotland very 
nearly left the United Kingdom altogether. That measure to stay united won 
by a 55-percent-to-45-percent margin. When the Brexit tallies were counted, 
it became clear Scottish voters overwhelmingly wanted to stay in the EU, as 
62 percent of Scottish voters sided with Remain. And in the wake of the 


UK’s stunning decision, expect another Scottish independence vote soon. 


“Scotland’s first minister has said a second independence referendum is 
‘highly likely’ after the UK voted to leave the EU,” reported the BBC on 
Friday. “Nicola Sturgeon said it was ‘democratically unacceptable’ that 
Scotland faced the prospect of being taken out of the EU against its will. 
She said the Scottish government would begin preparing legislation to 


enable another independence vote.” 


With all this talk of breaking up, it’s amusing to consider this acrimonious 
divorce might end up reuniting Ireland, as Northern Ireland voted 56 


percent with Remain. 


“Northern Ireland’s deputy leader Martin McGuinness called on Friday for a 
vote to unite the two sides of the Irish border as stocks tumbled in the 
economic and political fallout from Britain’s decision to quit the EU,” 
reported Reuters’ Padraic Halpin. “Ireland has the EU’s fastest-growing 
economy but also more to lose from Brexit than any other member state, 
with far-reaching implications for its trade, economy, security of energy 


supplies and peace in British-ruled Northern Ireland.” 


With a meeting of leaders of the remaining 27 EU countries scheduled for 
today, they are calling for the UK to go ahead and leave as soon as possible 
in an effort to stabilize the markets. But the actual Brexit may not ever 
actually happen. The vote is not legally binding, and it’s up to Parliament to 


actually implement the split or not. 


Another vote also might be in the works as more than 3.5 million people 
have signed a petition to hold another referendum. Because there have 
been more than 100,000 signatures, “it must now be debated by British 
politicians,” reported The Washington Post’s Adam Taylor on Sunday. “It 
was apparently so popular that the British Parliament’s website, where the 


petition was hosted, briefly crashed.” 


Giving UK voters another whack at this one could be the smartest course of 
action, as their Google searches from the day after showed some, shall we 


say, knowledge gaps. 


“If you judge a country’s interests only by prevalent Google searches, it was 
after the polls closed when British voters started to think seriously about 
the implications of their choice,” reported NPR’s Alina Selyukh on Friday. 
“According to data from Google Trends, the searches for ‘what is the eu’ 


and ‘what is brexit’ started climbing across Britain late into the night.” 


If there is a next time, Brits: Google first, vote later. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


